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Gourmet Grub to Go:

Giselle’s in Lincoln Park specializes in eclectic,
European-accented foods to go. Their menu is con-
stantly changing with featured items such as pastas,
crab cakes, paninis, salads, red velvet cupcakes and a
variety of other packable items.

1967 N. Halsted, (312)266.7880.

Ideally located in Streeterville, Fox & Obel is
modeled after an old world market in Paris or Milan.
With bakery, butcher, seafood, cheese, produce and
grocery departments, they have everything you need
for a picnic. They also feature a Gourmet-to-Go
section featuring ready-to-eat prepared foods like
rotisserie chickens, handmade pizzas, grilled meats
and appetizers; all prepared fresh daily.

401 E. Illinois, (312)410.7301.

For unique and delicious sandwiches, try a pick-up
order from Cosi. Served on pillowy flatbread, Cosi
sandwiches are stuffed with a wide selection of fill-
ings such as Tandoori chicken, wasabi roast beef, and
tomato, basil and mozzarella. With multiple Chicago
locations, there’s probably a Cosi near your building.
116 S. Michigan, (312)233.1061 and 55 E. Grand,
(312)321.1990.

Picnic Places:

Located just North of Chicago at Tower and
Sheridan Roads in Winnetka, Tower Road Beach is
one of the most luxurious beaches on the North

Shore. Admission is $8 per person.

The Lakefront is a picturesque picnic spot.

The most crowded stretches are between North
Avenue and Irving Park Road. If you go further
North or South, you can enjoy a little more privacy.

THE PERFECT PICNIC

We all strive to make the most of summer

in Chicago and what better way to celebrate
the season than with a picnic? Habitat
Lifestyles will help you plan an afternoon
with interesting locales and a variety of savory

foods for your picnicking pleasure.

If you'd like some entertainment with your
picnic, you can drive or take the Metra to Ravinia
in Highland Park. Ravinia offers an entire season
of music, from classical to jazz to contemporary
performers. With an expansive lawn section, you
can bring your picnic basket and blanket or even
rent a lawn chair.

200 Ravinia Park Road, Highland Park, (847)266.5100.

Lincoln Park is a haven for summer picnickers.
Relax by the Lincoln Park Conservatory amidst
vibrant summer flowers, take a ride in the lagoon
on a rented paddleboat or swing by the Lincoln
Park Zoo for a tour of Regenstein African Journey.

With amazing park districts all over the city,
there are countless options for picnics in the

park. Log on to chicagoparkdistrict.com for more

information on the 7,300 acres of parkland,

552 parks and 33 beaches.
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Habitat Lifestyles welcomes your feedback,
including topics you'd like to see covered in
future issues. Please send an email to:
habitations@habitat.com.
Your comments are appreciated.
. 4

The Habitat Company is not responsible for the quality or
pricing of products or services mentioned in Habitat Lifestyles.
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abitat Lifestyles surveyed many of our Chicago

residents to uncover their “favorite things.”

While the answers were as unique as our resi-
dents themselves, we picked the top three answers in each

category to share with you. Here is what you had to say:

Favorite Chicago Restaurant: Sushi Wabi, Rosebud, Maggiano’s

Favorite Dessert Spot: Ethel’s Chocolate Lounge, Chocolate Bar
at The Peninsula, Sweet Mandy B’s

Favorite Pizza Place: Lou Malnati’s, Giordano’s, Gino’s East

Favorite Steak Joint: Gibson’s, Gene and Georgetti’s,

Ruth’s Chris

Favorite Brunch: Ina’s, Wishbone, Feast

Favorite Fast Food: Portillo’s, Chipotle, Pot Belly

Favorite Date Spot: Topo Gigio, Mia Francesca, Rose Angeli’s

Favorite Special Occasion
Restaurant: Spiaggia,
Ambria, Mon Ami Gabi

Favorite Summertime
Activity: Cubs game at
Wrigley Field, Millennium
Park, Bike ride along the
Lakefront

Favorite Chicago Attraction:
Millennium Park, The Art
Institute, The Museum of
Contemporary Art

Favorite Museum: The Art Institute, The Museum of
Contemporary Art, The Field Museum

Favorite Book: The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini, The Secret

Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd, The Time Traveler’s Wife by
Audrey Niffenegger

Favorite TV Show: Grey’s Anatomy, Desperate Housewives, CSI
Favorite Movie Rental: Crash, Wedding Crashers, Walk the Line

Favorite CD: X and Y by Coldplay, Yourself or Someone Like You
by Matchbox 20, The Soul Sessions by Joss Stone

Favorite Day Trip: Ravinia Festival, Arlington Racetrack,
Lake Geneva

Favorite Shopping Destination: Water Tower, Old Orchard
in Skokie, Woodfield in Schaumburg

Habitat Lifestyles would like to know what you love to do. Please
email old favorites and great new finds to habitations@habitat.com.
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DINING AL FRESCO

hicago is a food-lover’s par-

adise and dining “al fresco”

is something Chicagoans
yearn for all winter long. With so
many restaurant patios, gardens
and cafes, you can enjoy a summer
of outdoor dining while exploring
Chicago’s diverse neighborhoods.
We've rounded up some local
favorites by neighborhood.

Greektown

If you can’t spend your summer
overlooking the Mediterranean, you
may as well indulge in the Greek
cuisine at Athena. Their outdoor
patio is large enough to seat 120
diners and offers an excellent view
of the Sears Tower and skyline.

212 S. Halsted St., (312)655.0000.

Gold Coast

Le Colonial serves French Colonial
Vietnamese cuisine. Their unique
preparation creates extraordinary
dishes. Unwind over lunch or
dinner in their sidewalk cafe or
covered porch.

937 N. Rush St., (312)255.0088.

Loop

The Park Grill is a great way

to dine outside and soak up the
Millennium Park atmosphere.
With views of the skyline and great
people watching, the contemporary
American menu has varied options
for both lunch and dinner.

11 N. Michigan Ave., (312)521.7275.

River North

The owner of Rosebud restaurants
and the chef from Carmine’s have
teamed up to open a new River
North eatery called Ballo. Enjoy
hearty Italian fare in their outdoor
seating area.

445 N. Dearborn St., (312)832.7700.

Old Town

Located next to Pipers Alley, Adobo
Grill serves upscale Mexican fare.
Grab a table outside and people
watch at this happening corner spot
while enjoying one of their signature

margaritas and authentic entrees.

1610 N. Wells St., (312)266.7999.
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Wicker Park
Mirai Sushi is a stylish spot popular

for cocktails, sushi and late-night
lounging. After dining on their
outdoor patio, visit their upstairs
lounge with futuristic décor and

distinctive cocktails.

2020 W. Division St., (773)862.8500.

Lakeview

The popular “Southport Corridor” is
filled with restaurants and Tango Sur
is located in the heart of the action.
This storefront BYOB restaurant is a
meat lover’s dream, served right on
your tabletop grill.

3763 N. Southport Ave., (773)477.5466.

Lincoln Park

Tilli's ethnic menu is extremely var-
ied, from upscale bar food to Asian
and Mediterranean cuisine. Their
youthful crowd enjoys good food and
a lively atmosphere, either in the
outdoor patio or open-air bar.

1952 N. Halsted St., (773)325.0044.

Lincoln Square

Bistro Campagne is a quaint spot
that serves bistro fare at reasonable
prices. The secluded patio is perfect
for conversation. A year-round
gazebo is scheduled to be added
sometime this year.

4518 N. Lincoln Ave., (773)271.6100.

Little Italy

Taylor Street is famous for Italian
restaurants. Three neighborhood
guys opened LaVita, specializing in
Northern Italian cuisine. The restau-
rant serves signature Italian dishes
on their breathtaking rooftop patio.
1359 W. Taylor St., (312)491.1414.
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erhaps you continually find yourself

looking for things in your apartment.

Perhaps you just want a cleaner, more
“zen” appearance. In either case, organizing
your apartment can make every day easier

and more enjoyable.

Here are some great home-organization tips
and product recommendations from Karli
Bertocchi, owner of Organized With Style, a
professional organization company in Chicago.

1. The Closet Doubler hooks over your exist-
ing closet bar to maximize space by provid-
ing two bars instead of one. It’s a low-cost
alternative to custom closet fixtures.

Organize-everything.com

2. Stor-n-Slide underbed boxes make it easy to
store your out-of-season clothing beneath

your bed. Containerstore.com

3. Jewelry trays slide into even shallow
dresser drawers and make sorting —
and finding — your accessories a breeze.
CreativeSpaceUSA.com

4. A functional and fashionable storage

ottoman keeps television remotes and

magazines from dominating your coffee
table. BedBathandBeyond.com

5. Cracked CD jewel cases cluttering up your

media area? Toss them and store your CDs
in one or more CD wallets, zipper cases or

holders. Target.com

6. Mail build-up is a common source of clut-

ter. Letter trays are a practical and attrac-

tive solution. Levenger.com

7. Sort your bills into expandable files based

on payment due dates. Make one file for
bills due the Ist to the 15th and a second
for bills due the 16th to the end of the
month. RussellandHazel.com

8. Room divider screens create a sense of

additional space and conceal items like
exercise equipment. Some screens can
even showcase your favorite photos.

Stacksandstacks.com

9. Expand-a-Shelf raises items in your kitchen

cabinets so you can easily find what you
need. Try using one shelf for breakfast
foods and coffee to streamline your

morning routine. Containerstore.com

TECHNOLOGY CORNER

ore and more, technology promises
that, yes, you can take it with you.
From back-up files of a business
plan to favorite episodes of a prime-time
drama, portable hardware and content
providers are growing more numerous by
the day, giving busy people
pocket-sized options to stay

You may not want to think about what hap-
pens if your computer suffers a massive crash,
but with Pocketec DataStor portable hard
drive, you don’t have to. With 100GB capac-
ity and PC/MAC/Linux compatibility, these

drives fit in the palm of your hand and require

10. Faux leather storage totes are
attractive containers (think of a box
with no top) for organizing books,
magazines and other bedside clutter.
Bedbathandbeyond.com

Regardless of what products you buy or systems
you develop, Bertocchi says making organiza-
tion a habit is what really counts. Devote 10 to
15 minutes each day to putting things where
they belong. You'll love your apartment more
than you already do.

and podcasts, but it isn’t the only service out
there. Napster.com has gone from free (and
illegal) file sharing to a paid service, allowing
users to download unlimited music for $9.95

a month.

Book lovers who want to

work out or battle traffic

At mytutogo.com, users pay a one-time with a best seller can check

fee to convert their TiVo recorded shows
to a portable device.

plugged in.
out Audible.com, where a

With Sony’s Memory Stick, monthly subscription lets

you can share digital files
between your camera, PDA,
mp3 player, laptop and more.
Compatible with most Sony devices and a
host of other products, Memory Stick offers
durable data storage in a device the length
of an AA battery and not much wider than
a stick of gum. Explore the possibilities at

memorystick.com.
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no batteries or cables, making it easy to access
all your data even while traveling. Check out
pocketec.net. Just plug it into the USB port
and double click.

Apple’s iTunes Music Store at itunes.com domi-
nates the legal download market, especially as

it branches out from music to include video

3
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you choose from more than

26,000 audio books, audio
magazines and even radio programs, like
NPR’s This American Life.

Have TiVo? You can deliver your favorite TV
shows and movies to your iPod, Sony PSP or
Pocket PC. At mytvtogo.com, users pay a one-
time fee to convert TiVo recorded shows to

their device.
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